
 

Hunnicutt Food Forest 

Students for Stewardship is a student-led group at Clemson University committed to ​
restoring ecosystems and advancing sustainability. We turn underutilized spaces into 
productive, resilient landscapes that benefit both the campus and community. 

We’ve made an impact by adopting Reach-One of Hunnicutt Creek, starting mushroom 
logs for the Hunnicutt Food Forest, participating in Arbor Day plantings, and launching 
restoration projects. By working with Clemson’s Sustainability Commission, city officials, 
and community groups, we’re transforming neglected spaces into thriving ecosystems. 

Our Vision – The Green Corridor Opportunity 

Clemson has a strong foundation with the South Carolina Botanical Gardens, 
and now is the time to expand that success. We aim to create green corridors 
that improve biodiversity, enhance mobility, and strengthen climate resilience. 

By partnering with Clemson University and the City of Clemson, We can use 
storm debris, salvaged materials, and student efforts to expand green 
spaces at low cost. With the right support, we can turn this vision into reality. 

Our Ask – We need your help 

To make this vision a reality, we need support, resources, and institutional 
backing. Specifically, we are asking for: 

●​ A Trash Can – A simple yet essential addition to keep the site clean. 
●​ Road Maintenance & Pathways – Improvements to the access road and a 

new path that aligns with the Green Crescent Trail. 
●​ A Water Source – We hope to put a shed near the water main to store 

tools and provide irrigation. 
●​ Official Support – Recognition from Clemson University and the City to 

legitimize and expand our work. 
●​ Engagement from You – We need partners, advocates, and guidance to 

bring this green corridor to life. 

We’re ready to turn vision into action—let’s build something lasting together! 

 

 



 

Overview  - Getting into Official Plans 

The Hunnicutt Food Forest (HFF) represents a unique opportunity to align with both Clemson 
University’s Long-Range Framework Plan and the City of Clemson’s Comprehensive Plan. As 
both the university and city pursue initiatives centered around sustainability, pedestrian 
connectivity, and urban green spaces, HFF can serve as a living laboratory for 
community-driven ecological restoration, urban food production, and sustainable land use. By 
integrating HFF into broader university and city planning efforts, we can enhance public 
engagement, environmental stewardship, and multimodal accessibility for both students and the 
broader Clemson community. 

Key Objectives 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Strengthening University & City Collaboration 

Aligning The City of Clemson’s Comprehensive Plan and Clemson University’s Long-Range 
Framework Plan emphasizes stronger town-gown relationships, making East Campus an 
ideal bridge between university and city-led initiatives. 

●​ Coordination with Clemson University various stakeholders, city officials, and community 
groups/stakeholders presents a key opportunity to integrate HFF into planned 
expansions like the Green Crescent Trail, Botanical Gardens enhancements, and urban 
landscape connectivity projects. 

 

 

 



 

Enhancing Campus & City-Wide Mobility: The Missing Link 

HFF is strategically located near the Green Crescent Trail, Botanical Gardens, and Gateway 
Park, creating a continuous green corridor that connects university spaces with the broader 
Clemson community. 

○​ This effort aligns with the university’s initiatives to expand President’s Park, 
enhance the Pecan Grove, and implement green infrastructure improvements. 

○​ City planning efforts emphasize the expansion of non-vehicular transit options, 
including pedestrian-friendly spaces and bike connectivity, reinforcing the role of 
HFF in improving mobility and sustainability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hunnicutt Food Forest is strategically located near the Botanical Gardens, Pecan 
Grove, and Gateway Park, making it a Key Location for  Green Crescent Trail development 
and potentially one of the most important junctions of pedestrian and bike pathways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Strategic Location & Supporting Framework 

HFF is adjacent to multiple planned enhancements in Clemson’s urban and university 
landscape, positioning it as a key focal point for ecological and urban development initiatives: 

1.​ Hunnicutt Creek Greenway & Environmental Restoration 
●​ The proposed Hunnicutt Creek Greenway aligns with Clemson University’s goal 

of enhancing transit routes and restoring riparian ecosystems. By integrating 
native vegetation and improving water management, the project supports broader 
efforts to expand ecological restoration and strengthen non-vehicular connectivity 
within the Clemson community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2.​ Pecan Grove & President’s Park Expansion 
●​ The planned expansion of President’s Park into Pecan Grove aligns with 

Clemson University’s vision for improved green infrastructure and pedestrian 
connectivity. These spaces serve as critical corridors for recreation and 
biodiversity (American Chestnuts?), providing a natural integration of the Green 
Crescent Trail into campus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.​ Heat Island Reduction & Urban Forestry Initiatives 
●​ Both the University and City have Concerns and goals to Expand tree canopy 

coverage and implement urban forestry initiatives to help mitigate the heat island 
effect in Clemson. By integrating shade trees, green corridors, and native 
vegetation, these efforts enhance environmental resilience, improve air quality, 
and create cooler, more comfortable public spaces for both students and the 
broader community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Proposed Next Steps 

1.​ Schedule a Site Walk & Discussion with Key Stakeholders 
○​ Facilitated by Students for Stewardship to bring together university planners, 

facilities representatives, and the Green Crescent Trail team. 
○​ Proposed Date: Based on stakeholder availability via LettuceMeet Poll. 

2.​ Identify Collaboration & Funding Opportunities 
○​ University: Integration into East Campus transformation plans. 
○​ Green Crescent Trail Team: Leveraging community partnerships for trail 

connectivity. 
○​ City of Clemson: Ensuring complementary planning efforts for broader 

pedestrian accessibility. 
3.​ Develop a Phased Implementation Plan 

○​ Phase 1: Site Assessment, Pathway Design, and Community Use Strategy. 
○​ Phase 2: Planting & Infrastructure Cohesion. 
○​ Phase 3: Educational Programming & Community Engagement. 

Conclusion 

We already have an incredible foundation with Clemson’s Botanical Gardens—now is the time 
to expand on that success and double down on our green infrastructure goals. With the right 
planning and partnerships, we can transform HFF into a model for sustainability, community 
resilience, and ecological restoration. 

At Clemson, we have the best that South Carolina has to offer of experts, students, and 
community leaders that can help bring this project to life. By leveraging woodchips from storm 
debris and repurposing materials from campus remodeling efforts, we can turn what would be 
waste into valuable resources that support soil health, biodiversity, and long-term sustainability. 

Let’s embrace the principles of a circular economy and build something truly beautiful 
together—a space that nurtures people, enhances our environment, and showcases the power 
of collaborative, community-driven action. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://lettucemeet.com/l/wp3WR
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